Merry Christmas CELEBRATION
A Message from the Director
DECEMBER 2021 - A TIME OF TRANSFORMATION
In our last newsletter, I described the focus of the Jimmie Hale Mission’s three
facilities as extending far beyond just a meal. As you will see in this issue, a recent
graduate named Gary has been radically transformed after his journey through our
program..
Transformation is at the heart of what we do because I feel so strongly that it
best mirrors God’s intention for us. Consider that God Himself was transformed
into the image of mankind in order to deliver a message that brings hope, joy, and
peace to a lost people. Our Savior Jesus, and the gift of His sacrifice, gives us the
opportunity to be transformed from an enemy to an adopted child of God, safe in
His everlasting arms.
That is a message that our clients are desperate to hear. Most of them arrive
with incredible shame, guilt, hopelessness, and faithlessness, primarily due to
traumas, hardships, and poor decisions.
The Mission, through the transformative power of Christ, has the wonderful
opportunity to flip the script. Our men and women learn that the God of
Scriptures loves them profoundly and desires an intimate relationship with them,
despite their brokenness. I am personally thankful for a God that loves me this
deeply when I know how undeserving I am. He is my hope, my joy, my peace, my
everything!
I want to express my deepest appreciation for all our supporters who, through
your incredible generosity, provide an opportunity for our clients to come into
contact with the love of God in a way that ultimately produces the transformation
that He desires. Have a blessed Christmas season, and please know just how
essential each of you are to our success!
For Him,

Michael Coleman
Executive Director
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Jessie’s Place is proud and excited to present
the first graduates from its new Life Recovery
program!
The new curriculum was implemented at
the end of the summer to help clients
overcome various barriers that prevent them
from developing healthy, safe, and bright
futures and better equip them for success and
stability as they transition back into a life of
independence.

!
a
l
e
g
n
A
t
e
e
M

Angela suffered a heart attack the day after
Christmas in 2020 and after two weeks in the
ICU and MICU she returned home unable to
work. Understandably, she got behind on
payments and eventually lost her car and
housing.
She moved in with her son for a few
months, but felt she was becoming a financial
burden to the young adult working hard to
keep himself afloat, so she turned to God for
answers.
Angela asked God for a sign and after
receiving a list of housing opportunities from a
211 call she ended up at Jessie’s Place on the
recommendation of another shelter that was
overcrowded.
“It’s been a blessing,” she said. “they’re
helping me learn about myself more. It’s given
me motivation and just inspiration and got me
believing that this is not it. There’s nowhere to
go but up. It’s just so inspiring.
“When I go to sleep at night I pray and I
thank God for Jessie’s Place and everything. I
can’t wait to get to class… Everything’s going in
the right direction, and I’m just excited about
it.”

A day in the life…
Scan the code
with your phone
camera!

Your Impact!
This graphic illustrates how
lives have been changed
across our three facilities so
far this year alone thanks to
your incredible generosity!
Men and women are
overcoming homelessness
and addiction every day and
YOU are making this
transformation happen!
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Discover just a few of the incredible opportunities our clients
have each day in our programs by watching this brief video!

Program
Graduates

Or visit: jimmiehalemission.com/dayinalife

CHAOS to Peace
While every program graduate represents a life transformed for the
better, we’ve encountered few whose story of change is as dramatic
and impactful as this one.
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Gary had the misfortune of witnessing his first murder at the age of
14, the same night he decided to run away from home. Since then, he
spent 46 years in addiction, rode with the Hell’s Angels for 25, was
incarcerated for 17, and sold drugs for a handful more.
He’s witnessed the deaths of more than 100 people and described his
life as violent and chaotic.
“I never knew when I got up every morning if I was going to have to shoot
somebody or get shot,” he confessed. “I’ve seen so many people shot, tortured and killed just over dope. There’s been times
I made a dope deal and had to kick a dead body out of the way. I never had any peace for really 20 years ‘til I got here.
I’ve never felt like I could lay my head down without sleeping with my eyes open.”
“[The Mission] fed me, clothed me, sheltered me,” he continued. “It’s been a good ride, but it’s been hard. I had to develop
values because I didn’t have any. That time in class gave me the tools to live. I could go right back out there where I was,
but that ain’t the kind of power I want. I want power over myself and over how I want my life to be. And I’m gonna
make sure that my last few years are lived the right way.
Gary’s life, and hundreds more like his, have been forever changed because of the generosity of people just like you.
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